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“HOW GREATLY THE VALUE OF THE LIBRARY IS
ENHANCED BY THE CHARLES L. BEALS
BUILDING WILL BE MADE MORE AND MORE

APPARENT IN THE COMING YEARS. WE BEST
HONOR THE MEMORY OF THE DONOR BY A WISE
AND CONSTANT USE OF THE GIFT BESTOWED."

(Dedication Speech on September 30, 1913)



S Early Collection
of Books

TUWN OF WINCHENDON,
e In the late 1700’s the first collection of books for circulation in Winchendon
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T8 TER FUNNENT TINN. e Around 1810-1825 there was a collection of some 175 volumes kept in

was kept at Old Centre by Deacon Joshua Smith and later by Mark Whitcomb.

the home of Ephraim Murdock on Front Street.
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e Sometime between 1830 and 1835 another “library” was started and kept for

FMINFES BE RAERY i, Eewiiss many years under the care of Mr. Whitcomb. Although it contained between
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200 and 300 volumes, after a period of usefulness it, like its predecessors, was

sold at auction.

e There were other collections in town during the 1800s such as small school district libraries, an agricultural library and

Sunday school libraries. However, it wasn’t until 1850 that the movement for a more permanent library would begin.
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Library Looking for a Home

Fire in 1876 burned part of the library in the Smith block and destroyed several hundred volumes. The library was
moved to the new engine house (most recently the former police station on Pleasant Street). Some 10 years later, in
1887, the library moved to Town Hall (center of first floor pictured below right) and located in the room that is currently

the Town Clerk’s office with a Reading Room facing the street.

Because of overcrowding in the Town Hall, in 1891 a request was made at town meeting to appropriate $10,000 for the

building of a public library. The motion was defeated

In 1901, trustees of Murdock Fund voted to offer former home of
E. Murdock, Jr. (then the Unitarian parsonage) to the Town for a
library. Townspeople voted to accept the offer, but church

members were not in agreement and the offer was withdrawn.

In 1907 the Town bought a lot on the corner of Central and
Summer Streets (current property of Clark Memorial YMCA)
for $4,000 to be used for a library.

The library remained in the overcrowded Town Hall until 1913.




Charles L. Beals

Library Benefactor
1835 - 1911

e Graduate of Philips Academy in 1855
e A Civil War Veteran in 1860
e Very active in Winchendon.

e Was the Secretary and Treasurer of the Winchendon Savings
Bank.

e Donated $25,000 in 1909 for the library in memory of his
wife,Harriet Martha Beals.

e In 1910, purchased land on Pleasant Street, former residence of
E. Murdock Jr, for $4,000 for the library site.

e Sadly, Mr. Beals wasn’t able to see the result of this donation.




Birth of Winchendon’s

Public Library

S

1907

The library trustees appealed to
Andrew Carnegie for a grant. He
offered $12,500 for a new library
building. It was voted at town
meeting to ask Mr. Carnegie for
$25,000 for a more suitable
building. He refused to increase

the offer.

1909

A Special town meeting was called on

June 5, 1909, at which a letter from local
businessman Mr. Charles L. Beals was read
offering $25,000 to the town for “a public
library to be called the Beals Public Library
in memory of my wife, Hattie M. Beals, and
George L. Beals and family.” The offer was

graciously accepted by the town.

1910

At the 1910 town meeting, Mr. Beals offered to

purchase land on Pleasant street at the former
residence of E. Murdock, Jr. and, later, Unitarian
parsonage for the library site. It was felt that the
lot bought by the town in 1907 on the corner of
Central and Summer Streets was not suitable -
too much traffic and noise. The town accepted
his offer and voted $5,000 for the foundation of

the new library and grading of the grounds.



Building the Library Timeline

1908 March 1910 May 1910 September 1910
Mr. Beals gifted Town Meeting accepted Mr.  Town officially votes for Building Plans of the
$25,000 to the town Beals Offer to purchase land  the library to be located library were accepted.
for a the library. on Pleasant Street for $4,000 on Pleasant Street.
March 1913 1912 Late Fall 1910 October 1910
Town voted $2,500 for Electrical equipment Construction started on Contractors and
furnishes for the library contacts confirmed. T I oy builders were

confirmed.

l Septem ber 30, 1913 Dedication and Opening of the library.







FORMAL DEDICATION OF THE BEALS|

MEMORIAI. [.IBRARY

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 30, 1913

Speakers: Ex-Gov. Julm . Lmlg ot Hingham, W warren F.
Gregory of Boston, Prof. H. 5. Cowell of Ashburnham

The Beals Memortal hbrary, made pos- ADDRE>S

sible by the mft of the late Chadles Leavitt | Ex-Gon, Jubn 1. Lome of Hingham
PIANO <ELECTION

Beals, was dedicated with appropriatecere-
monies on Tuesday afternoon. The exer-
ciges were held at the fown ha'l at half af-
ter two o' clock with this REMARKS

March from Taonhauser

Lines Written for the Dedi-
cation ot the Beals Me-
movrial Librrary
When men build fabnes out of bnek and stone

Assembling in them books of many kinds

That hold the treasured thinking of our day
As well as tressured thoughts of other imes,

| A noble work s done, or, rather say,

A noble work » started. Bnck and stene
When fashioned nto architectural form,
Great tomes where knowledge deeply buried hies,

| The lighter volumes that depict romance,

The splendid pages where the poets” thought
Is luminous with "jewels, Aive-words-long ™" —
As Tennyson so finely imaged it—

“That on the stretch'd forefinger of all Time

| Sparkle forever I —thess,.all these, are but
The brave foundation for some finer thing.

| This solid edifice, and all these books,

Are but an empty show, an idle dyeam,
Unless the volumes that are gathered here

| But when, in days to come, the living mind
| Shall gather inspiration from the thought
| So amply stored within these silent tomes ;
Whea young lavention, spurred by what it reads,
Shall guin fresh impulse and create new things ;
When Youth shall delve into these golden mines
And come forth laden with their richest lore;
When all the inspiration of great deeds

d in the histories of men;
Whes all the charm of wise Philosophy ;
{ When all the facinations of
Axd all the glory of the poets’ rhymes
Shall work-their wonder, then—but not till then—
wmhﬂbmlﬂd“ljﬂlﬁﬂ-ﬂ'{lhﬂhﬂ‘,

s | Mo doubt the donor of this generous gik

Had some such vision dimly in his mind,
And feit that whea that other fabric rose
wwﬂ!ﬂlhﬂﬂlﬂlﬂih’
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A wue and fine memorial to her

Warren F. Giregory
Program of the Luthrop, Lee d Shepurd Co. Huat.-un

PIANG SELECTION POEM A true and Hﬂrl‘.'h]' motument to one
Ballad in A fiat (‘hopin | Written hy James Raymond Perry, Clucago

Mra. Elmer E. Perce Kead by Mre, Murdock M. Clark whﬂ ever ]‘ﬂ"ﬂi l]'l.ﬂ m l-hd I“'h'v]’ d““-!"
INVOCATION REMARKS Above the mean and sordid things of lile ,
Rev. Charles Ernest White rincipal Hervey S, Cowell : sle
PREH;:II‘LTATI{):; OF KEYS of Cushing Academy, Ashimrnhapt Loved things that m lor beauty and for art,
Jligha M. Whitney PP . M
for the building committes PIANO SELECTION Fi.'lr muse “d II:“ m and lﬂﬂi.
| And all the noble passions of the oyl

Eelectman Charles M. Day Gipsy Rondo Haydn
—James [aymond Perry

Yield up their treasures to the human mind. o memory of. whom this g was made—

for the town | O THE LIBRARY STEPFE AT FOLR-THIRTY

ACCEFTAKCE DEDICATORY. PRAYER
Dr. John (i. Henry for the Trustees Rev. Joseph F. Fieliden of Fitchburg




Beals Library Directors

Mrs. Wheeler Poland Mr. Leslie Arnold
1867-1877 1929-1942
Mrs. Sylvia Manzer Abbie Stinson
L 1942-1955
Georgia Farnumn Lillie Holman
1917-1918 1955-1977
Cecil J Bancroft Julia White-Cardinal
1918-1919 1979-2014
Ida J Knight Brian Tata
1919-1923 2015-2016

Anna G. Rockwell Manuel King
1924-1929 2016-Present



In 1914, George C. Beals gave a
Chickering grand piano for the

@
I n te re St I n 1 library’s auditorium in memory
of his mother. The piano

remains in the auditorium and is

meetings and activities. The club

was the first organization to meet

e a s in the library on October 3, 1913.
Library

still used today.

For many years, the library served

as home for the Winchendon

3 When the library first opened

the hours were Monday-Friday:
3-bpm & 7-9pm
Saturday & Sunday: 2-5pm.
No books were allowed to be

checked out on Sundays.

Established in 1930, the
Winchendon Historical Society
(now the Winchendon History &

Cultural Center) used the library for
many years for meetings and
exhibits. They moved to their

location on Front Street in 2000.

The first official library Book
Club was formed in 1930.
Named The Lecture-Book

Discussion Group.

The longest serving librarian
in town’s history was Julia
White-Cardinal who held the
position from 1979 to 2014.



A Brief Look at Library through the Years BB AR RY:

e Ayoung people
e Claimed to be the e Story Hour for drama group forms.
library’s “Busiest” year. children started. e Book Week
e Inter-Library loan e Library hours continues and it is

between local towns very popular with
started. the children in town.

increased to 24
hours a week.

e The library had a e Library is closed for 24 1928 e First Library Book e Some of our art

successful first year. days due to the Influenza Club forms. was loaned out
e Number of items at the Epidemic. e First Book Week by the Worcester
end of the year” 11,906 e Card Catalog gets a takes place, it was Art Museum.
revamp by being a huge success. e Number of items
arranged alphabetically at the end of the
by author, title, and year” 23,262.

subject.




A Brief Look at Library through the Years BRI E 18

e The National
Progressive Education
Association displayed e The first Summer e The Friends of the
a progressive toy Reading Club
display. program starts.

Library officially
started.

e The library was the first
library to be given a

e The library updated
the floors, heatings,

1952 e The Library gets a e The Library was a

Concert Phonograph furniture, metal located on the Dorothy Canfield
by the Carnegie stacks, and more. front lawn. Fisher Memorial

Corporation. Contest.




A Brief Look at Library through the Years BREeSyAuEeIeZ;

e The Museum Pass
Program started with

e VHS tapes and CD’s the Boston Science
e 2ndrevival The are available for

1979 Friends of the Library. 11962 loan. 1967

Museum and Boston
Aquarium.

e Children’s Story Hour
returns and is

e The library gets 1085 e The Library joins e The Library

their first public the CW MARS Improvement
sponsored by the computer for Library Network. Committee
Kiwanis Club. patrons. Forms. Their
goalisto
expand and
make the
library
accessible to
all.




A Brief Look at Library through the Years BRRkiclsgrA0uI0

e The Historical Society moves e Library stops stamping
out of Library Basement. books and library cards.

e Women'’s Club gets The library goes digital
disbanded. with Evergreen/CW MARS

e The Library gets

 3rd Revival of the e DVD's available for e E-Books and E-
Friends of the Library loan. Audiobooks are WiFi for patrons

Sale starts. through CW-MARS




A Brief Look at Library through the Years JRV{0aREV{0VX

o We celebrated the
library 100th anniversary 2014- 2018
with a Literary Ball.

e The library closes
and adapts for the
Covid-19 Pandemic

e Lighting struck the big e The Accessibility Project: e The Infrastucture

oak tree next to the The library has a new Project is complete
library. It damaged the sidewalk level entrance, and the library has
phone ling, fire alarm elevator, stairway, and updated electrical
panel, and computers. bathrooms; all ADA and fire suppression

compliant.




THE FRIENDS OF THE BEALS M

EMORIAL LIBRARY

The Friends of the Library promote, encourage and support the educational and cultural programs

at the Beals Memorial Library.

The Friends of the Beals Memorial Library volunteer their time to support Winchendon'’s public

library. Through book sales and special events we raise funds to support library programs,

purchase new furniture and items for the collection. We also work to engage
the community in raising positive public awareness through

advocacy for the library.

1951

The Friends of the
Library officially started.
1931 Pauline Dame: Chair
Donovan Jones: Trustee
Rep
Phyllis Thayer: Treasurer
Priscilla Mints: Secretary

Discussion to start a Friends
of the Library started.

. ondS

1981

Volunteers revived the
Friends of the library and
it stayed strong for a few

years.

1999

Third times is a charm.
The Friends group gets
revived again and is still

providing valued
support today.

Past Fundraisers

o Wine Raffle Basket

e Daddy Daughter Dance
Escape Room

Scratch Ticket Raffle
Plant Sales

Indoor Yard Sales
Other Raffle Baskets

Current Fundraisers

e Book & Media Sale
e Bake Sales

—Triends

of the Beals Memorial Library, Inc.
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¢ With Deep Appreciation & Thanks
8 \We want to express our gratitude to everyone who has
i helped us over the past 110 years. Without you, the
Library would not thrive. We are eager for the bright @&
future that lies ahead. Cheers to 110 more years.
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| Research Sources:
= "History of the Town of Winchendon” by Reverend A. P. Marvin (1868)
- “Winchendon Years 1764 - 1964” by Lois Stevenson Greenwood (1970)
___ Winchendon Town Reports 1909-2022

B Winchendon Courier 1900-1929




